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A note from the Headteacher
Dates for your diary
Dear Parents and Carers,

17 December
Last day of term
5 January
Spring term starts

14-18 February
Half term

1 April
Last day of term

Welcome to the final Link of a long Autumn Term.
Please can I remind you that today is the last day of term. We all return on Wednesday 5
January.
Students in Years 9 -13 have completed a set of prelim results and we are in the process of
feeding back to students about how they have performed. Students have also told us how
much they have enjoyed being back in school and the return of normal activities such as
clubs and trips as well as being able to move more freely around the building. Long may this
continue.
We have also carried out a major student and parent voice activity during registration in
order to ascertain student and parent views about life at Longdean. Mr Ratcliffe has
coordinated this and we will be discussing it at school in the last SLT meeting of the
term. We will then feedback to students and parents early in the New Year and will use the
information provided to continue our improvement.
This week I had the pleasure of dropping in on the Year 8 Performing Arts Stream as they
undertook some workshops with an external theatre company. It was great to see the
attitude and commitment of our students and the knowledge and tips they gained from
working with those inside the industry. We have also selected our Year 7 Performing Arts
groups and they have begun their lessons together and many activities and workshops are
organised for them too. Well done to all the students listed below who form this group:

Austin B
Libby B
Natasha B
Imani C
Hollie E
Elizabeth E
Alice F
Milly F
Olivia F
Tianna G
Maci G
Sophie M
Lewis M

Maisie M
Lily M
Sophie M
Lia M
Lilly P
Klara P
Lacey S
Emily S
Liam S
Luke S
Lily T
Rhys W
Bobbie W

We wish every success to Racheal Blair, Fraser Palmer, Eleanor Smith and Damian Pieroni as
they leave us to start their next chapters. Damian has provided 30 years service to the
school and is relocating to live closer to his family.
In the meantime I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I would like
to thank you all for the ongoing support and commitment you give to our school in what
continue to be challenging times. I will see all of you in the New Year.
Best wishes,
Mr Cunningham

Attendance
Please support your child by ensuring that they are in school every day, as far as possible.
Families will be issued with a fixed penalty notice and could be prosecuted by Hertfordshire County Council for
their child's non-attendance at school this academic year.

Research suggests that for every
Sept

17 MISSED SCHOOL DAYS,

July

Y7

a student’s achievement will drop by

Y8

ONE GRADE when they sit their GCSEs

Y9
Y10
Y11

Nothing is more critical to attainment than consistent attendance.
Well done to all of the students who achieved 100% so far this academic year.

School Attendance

Year 7

95%

Year 8

91.5%

Year 9

93%

Year 10

90%

Year 11

90%

Year 12

91.5%

Year 13

92%
Link Dates
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Maths

Thought of the week

Content provided by Mr El. Amine—ADOL Numeracy Coordinator

Maths

Numeracy challenge

Money matters

Answer for the Numeracy Challenge

Content provided by Mr El. Amine—ADOL Numeracy Coordinator

STEM
One of Longdean student Hanying Year 12 who is studying Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Computer
Science and Physics has recently received an offer for STEM Programme by the University of Cambridge.
It is a very proud moment for Longdean STEM learning community that a KS5 students has achieved a
place in such programme. Hanying is also helping KS4 students with robotics in STEM club activities.
Please read the following article written by Hanying. Mr Rathore Director of STEM

Hello, I recently received an offer for the STEM Programme by the University of Cambridge. I plan to
study Computer Science at university as I’m fascinated at how through computation and artificial
intelligence, we can solve problems which humans find difficult. A computer is a bunch of electrons
flowing through hardware. It is mind-blowing how these little electrons that we humans can’t see with
the naked eye are able to identify objects, combat global warming and solve some of the world’s greatest
problems and challenges. These naked electrons can solve challenges faster and more accurately than
humans. My current research project for the British Gold Science Award is about developing AI Solutions
to world issues. An example would be letting Python detect whether a student is wearing a facemask. I’ve
also used pre-trained data to write programs for automation such as automated cars, autopilot for planes
on the ground and robotics.

Great news:
STEM team has recently won funding to purchase Sphero mini robotics that would provide students
further opportunities to explore about robotics and coding. STEM Stream students will be challenged
with advanced programming opportunities and problem solving. The Computing department has been
working collaboratively with the STEM to enhance learning experience.

Longdean Leadership Academy News

Geographical location

London Tube map

London Underground map – Geographical v Depicted
Geography: Map of the week

Film Club - 2022

Fundraising News -Legacy of a Hero

Year 13 Student James has decided to raise funds for SARAID charity in memory of his fathers life. The
funds raised will help Simon's legacy to live on. Please read the article James helped put together by
clicking on the link below:
Legacy of a hero - Simon Woodmore
James is starting his challenge with walking 1,000,000 steps in 50 days, this will be followed by running
5km a day for 50 days then cycling 500 miles in 50 days. One of the biggest challenges will be fitting this
in around his already busy life. James’ Dad managed to pack so much into his life so he’s hoping he can
draw on his Dad’s strength to do this too.
As his Dad's favourite place on earth was the Isle of Wight he plan’s to circumnavigate this beautiful
island in April. The route he has planned is approximately 25 miles a day for 3 days.
James plans to end his fundraising year with the 3 peaks challenge. He had hoped to do this with Dad in
the future, they had many hiking trips away over the years making great memories. The 3 peaks is a fast
paced and physically challenging adventure taking on the 3 highest mountains in England, Scotland and
Wales in 24 hours.
Be a part of Simons story and allow his legacy to be an inspiration and role model to as many people as
possible.
Or please click on the link below and make a donation. The target date for the attempt is June 2022
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/james-woodmore1

Farwell Mr Pieroni

"Dear People South Of The Watford Gap,

After 31+ years of being held captive here in the "sarf", I've finally managed to arrange escape and shall
be leaving and heading back "upt North" at Christmas.
When I first came to Longdean in the golden summer of Sept 1990, it was my intention to stay until
Christmas, then head back, but somehow you guys (the School, former and present pupils) got in the
way. Some of us have known each other the whole time since then, and to you guys I say a special
goodbye and thank you for all the support, and indeed friendship we have shared.
To all pupils past and present, and everyone who is part of the Longdean wider community, can I take this
opportunity (too late for you to stop me now!) to bid you a fond farewell. I've loved being at Longdean
these past 30 years, and I can say hand on heart that I've not met a pupil or parent that I haven't got on
with in all that time...though that could just be my rose-tinted dementia kicking in!
I will miss the kids big time. It is they that make the school what it is, and it is going to be weird not
having them keeping me on my toes. I'll just have to rely on the wife for that now!
It has been an honour and pleasure to know you, and to serve you. I hope I didn't cause any permanent
damage.
I will take memories of Longdean to the grave and hope one or two of you might take the odd memory of
me with you. At the risk of being a bit morbid, they say you die twice...once when you personally check
out, and the second time when the last person that knew you utters your name for the last time. Well,
considering I've taught thousands of you, I reckon I've got a good few years left yet!
Be good. Take Care. Live long and prosper. It's been emotional!
Mr P X”

Information

Independent Learning and Homework at Longdean

Please remember to discuss your child’s Independent Learning and Homework set on Show My
Homework using the app or the website:

https://longdean.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar

Here you can find the entire school’s homework and filter by subject, teacher or class without logging in.
For specific details about your child’s homework, please log in to this website or the app. We recommend
half an hour a night, Monday through Thursday, on sites such as GCSE Pod, BBC Bitesize, Mathswatch,
Tassomai, Educake, MyMaths and others, as advised by the departments.
www.mymaths.co.uk — students have an individual username and password from their Maths Teacher.

Reporting Absences from School - Contact Numbers
If, for any reason, your child is absent from school or needs to be collected for
an appointment, please contact one of the following numbers as soon as
possible. Any messages will be picked up at the beginning of the school day.
Please call each day your child will be absent.

Year 7:

01442 205758

Year 8:

01442 205707

Year 9:

01442 205706

Year 10:

01442 205703

Year 11:

01442 205760

Sixth Form:

01442 205720
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