Longdean Link
Edition 6

26.11.2021

A note from the Headteacher
Dates for your diary

21 December
Last day of term
5 January
Spring term starts

Dear parents and carers
We are not halfway through the half term and so much has already happened and
there still seems a huge amount going on. Last week we had the school show
Grease being performed over three nights with afternoon matinee performances for
local primary schools. The show was a huge success and it was wonderful to see the
students show casing their talents in Performing Arts or as part of the backstage
team ensuring the show ran smoothly. We will be showing extracts from the show
on the last day of term as I know many students did not get the chance to attend
due to the reduced audiences.

14-18 February
Half term

1 April
Last day of term

Last week we also held our revamped Year 11 Pathways Day and options evening. This event gave all students the opportunity to see first hand the options available to them if they stay at Longdean after their GCSE examinations. The day event
and the evening was well attended by students and parents including many from
other schools. I would remind all students and parents of the need to apply for a
place now as you are guaranteed a place at Longdean if you apply. You then finalise
your courses in the Spring once you have your prelim grades.

I also received the good news last week that the school raised over £400 in the
readathon challenge. The final amount of £440 goes to this worthy charity and the
school also gain a percentage of the total back in book tokens for the school to
spend on resources for the library. Well done to all of those who participated.

A note from the Headteacher

This week we begin the preliminary examination sessions for students in Years 9 – 13.
The examinations will run between now and the end of term. I would urge all students to take these examinations
seriously because last year they turned out to the be the final grades students received in the Summer. It has also
been announced that should examinations not run in Summer 2022 performance in school based examinations
will be the major contributing factor to final grades. All students therefore need to revise at home and ensure that
they arrive for all examinations fully equipped with black pens, pencils, rubber, ruler, protractor, compass and calculator.
he weather has turned colder this week and I would remind all parents to ensure that their child has appropriate
winter clothing as we will still be sending students outside at breaks and lunchtimes as part of our measures to
stop the spread of Covid 19. I would advise all students to have a coat, hat and gloves at this time.
Finally for this edition a reminder that the school Christmas meal takes place on 20th December. On this day no
other food will be served in the canteen at lunchtime so students must pre order their Christmas meal ticket or
bring a packed lunch. Food will still be served as normal at break time but I would urge all students to order a ticket. Students who are eligible for free school meals will receive a Christmas lunch that day.
I hope you all have an enjoyable long weekend and I look forward to seeing you next week.

Graham Cunningham
Headteacher

Attendance
Please support your child by ensuring that they are in school every day, as far as possible.
Families will be issued with a fixed penalty notice and could be prosecuted by Hertfordshire County Council for
their child's non-attendance at school this academic year.

Research suggests that for every
Sept

17 MISSED SCHOOL DAYS,

July

Y7

a student’s achievement will drop by

Y8

ONE GRADE when they sit their GCSEs

Y9
Y10
Y11

Nothing is more critical to attainment than consistent attendance.
Well done to all of the students who achieved 100% so far this academic year.

School Attendance

Year 7

95%

Year 8

91%

Year 9

93.5%

Year 10

90%

Year 11

90%

Year 12

85%

Year 13

90%
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Maths
Maths

Thought of the week

Content provided by Mr El. Amine—ADOL Numeracy Coordinator

Maths

LCM: Lowest Common Multiple

Numeracy challenge

Money matters

Money matters:

Answer for the Numeracy Challenge

Answer

Content provided by Mr El. Amine—ADOL Numeracy Coordinator

Science

Scientist of the month

Congratulations!

On Wednesday 17 November, Hospitality & Catering student Nicky, took part in the Rotary
Young Chef of the Year competition held at Kings Langley School. Her carefully chosen
menu of Spinach and Ricotta Ravioli with a Tomato sauce, followed by Brandy Snaps filled
with Clementine Whip impressed the judges who commented favourably on the delicious
flavours of her dishes as well as the high level of skill involved in making them. As the
youngest entrant, Nicky admitted to feeling nervous going into the competition, but she
overcame her fears and went on to claim third prize!
Congratulations Nicky, you did really well!
Mrs Rushworth – Hospitality & Catering

Fundraising News -Legacy of a Hero

Year 13 Student James has decided to raise funds for SARAID charity in memory of his fathers life. The
funds raised will help Simon's legacy to live on. Please read the article James helped put together by
clicking on the link below:
Legacy of a hero - Simon Woodmore
James is starting his challenge with walking 1,000,000 steps in 50 days, this will be followed by running
5km a day for 50 days then cycling 500 miles in 50 days. One of the biggest challenges will be fitting this
in around his already busy life. James’ Dad managed to pack so much into his life so he’s hoping he can
draw on his Dad’s strength to do this too.
As his Dad's favourite place on earth was the Isle of Wight he plan’s to circumnavigate this beautiful
island in April. The route he has planned is approximately 25 miles a day for 3 days.
James plans to end his fundraising year with the 3 peaks challenge. He had hoped to do this with Dad in
the future, they had many hiking trips away over the years making great memories. The 3 peaks is a fast
paced and physically challenging adventure taking on the 3 highest mountains in England, Scotland and
Wales in 24 hours.
Be a part of Simons story and allow his legacy to be an inspiration and role model to as many people as
possible.
Or please click on the link below and make a donation. The target date for the attempt is June 2022
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/james-woodmore1

Fundraising News
Hunger Heroes NCS
Year 12 students, Deeya and Caroline are raising money for Hunger Heroes as part of their NCS
programme.
Founded in 2004, the St Albans and District Foodbank are an organization dedicated to helping people in
need of food. When situations get tight and you have no money left over from taxes and bills, you have
an obligation to feed your loved ones, your most accessible source is the St Albans and District Foodbank.
These banks receive help from all kinds of people, including a wide variety of churches, communities, and
individuals, and it is our wish to contribute effort and work to aid this honorable organisation. We want
to help people in tough situation; especially when children are involved as they should have an
opportunity to grow up with nourishment and the knowledge that people are out there praying on their
successes for the future.
Our plans towards aiding this charity include various fundraising techniques to buy nutritional long-lasting
food to donate to the foodbank. Our pitch will have a out-lasting affect once NCS is over because we aim
to inspire other young people, whether it be at schools and colleges or by passers that see our stall and
the cause behind it. It will also outlive NCS in the sense that we will all come away with new aspirations to
help communities and local charities.
If you would like to donate, we have set up a Go Fund Me page at:
https://gofund.me/25d42e0a
Please note that GoFundMe minimum donation is £5. If you make
a donation, thank you!

Geography: Map of the week

D&T Product Design allows students to explore
CAD modelling, drawing and presentation
techniques and has an integral 3D element
involving model making and use of workshop
machinery.

Product design – A level

Product Design A-level students
on a trip to explore design ideas
and develop problem solving skills.

Student’s NEA

A Level: Product design

Film Club

Date

Title

Monday 15th
November

Who Framed Roger 12
Rabbit ( Zemekis,
1988)

1hr 44 minutes
(finish approx 5:00pm)

Monday 22nd
November

Wonder Woman
(Jenkins, 2017)

12

2hr 21mins
(Finish at 5:40 approx.)

Monday 29th
November

Invictus (Eastwood, 12
2009)

2hr 8 minutes (Finish at
5:25 approx.)

Monday 6th
December

Independence Day 12
(Emmerich, 1996)

2hr 20mins
(Finish at 5:40 approx.)

Monday 13th
December

War of the Worlds
(Spielberg, 2005)

1hr 50 minutes
(Finish approx.
5:05pm)

Monday 20th
December

Rating Duration

12

NO FILM CLUB DUE TO ACHIEVEMENT EVENING

To find out more about

visit www.filmclub.org

Please remember to complete the induction form and return to Miss Rudling the Friday
before your first screening.

Information

Independent Learning and Homework at Longdean

Please remember to discuss your child’s Independent Learning and Homework set on Show My Homework using
the app or the website:

https://longdean.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar

Here you can find the entire school’s homework and filter by subject, teacher or class without logging in. For
specific details about your child’s homework, please log in to this website or the app. We recommend half an hour
a night, Monday through Thursday, on sites such as GCSE Pod, BBC Bitesize, Mathswatch, Tassomai, Educake,
MyMaths and others, as advised by the departments.

www.mymaths.co.uk — students have an individual username and password from their Maths Teacher .

Reporting Absences from School - Contact Numbers
If, for any reason, your child is absent from school or needs to be collected for
an appointment, please contact one of the following numbers as soon as
possible. Any messages will be picked up at the beginning of the school day.
Please call each day your child will be absent.

Year 7:

01442 205758

Year 8:

01442 205707

Year 9:

01442 205706

Year 10:

01442 205703

Year 11:

01442 205760

Sixth Form:

01442 205720

Information

