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A note from the Headteacher
Dates for your diary

26 November
Occasional Day

21 December
Last day of term
5 January
Spring term starts

Dear Parents and Carers,
We are now back in the swing of a new half term and it has been good to see the students
looking refreshed and ready to go after a week away. I hope that those of you who celebrated
Diwali last week had an enjoyable time with your friends and families. We now look
forward to other important events in the calendar including the school show and run up to
Christmas.
We have received some great news this week in relation to our school attendance figures. In
the first half term the national figure for attendance in secondary schools was 88.7%.
Longdean was 91%. This is below our target of 95% for every students but is still above
average. Please, please, please continue to ensure that your child attends school regularly and
on time. This is a crucial half term with preliminary examinations for students in Years 9 – 13
and with other events and activities that contribute to the overall Longdean experience taking
place.
We acknowledged Remembrance Day yesterday. We held a minute silence and Miss Austin
presented a display in the library. We also held a virtual whole school assembly explaining the
event.

14-18 February
Half term

1 April
Last day of term

You will have seen the letter I sent out last week regarding the return to wearing masks in
classrooms. I would like to thank all parents for supporting this. So far this measure along
with the other measures in school have prevented us from having an outbreak and enabled us
to continue to run events such as the school show, careers interviews and other clubs and
fixtures. We will continue in this fashion for this half term including asking students to be
outside at break and lunchtime regardless of the weather, so please ensure your child has an
appropriate coat. We will retain the directional systems on staircases and I would urge all
parents to ensure their child has hand sanitiser and tissues with them in school.
Please can I also remind parents to park both considerately and legally when collecting
students from school. Cars should not be parked on the zigzag lines outside of school and the
pavement and yellow lines on the corner with Winchdells should also be avoided. We will
continue to place polite reminder notices on vehicles who do not adhere to this as we need to
ensure that students are able to leave the site safely at 3.10pm.
I hope you all have an enjoyable week.
Graham Cunningham
Headteacher

Attendance
Please support your child by ensuring that they are in school every day, as far as possible.
Families will be issued with a fixed penalty notice and could be prosecuted by Hertfordshire County Council for
their child's non-attendance at school this academic year.

Research suggests that for every
Sept
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July

Y7

a student’s achievement will drop by
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ONE GRADE when they sit their GCSEs
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Nothing is more critical to attainment than consistent attendance.
Well done to all of the students who achieved 100% so far this academic year.

School Attendance

Year 7

94.5%

Year 8

91%

Year 9

93.5%

Year 10

90%

Year 11

90%

Year 12

91.5%

Year 13

90%
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Maths

Numeracy challenge

Maths

Thought of the week

Content provided by Mr El. Amine—ADOL Numeracy Coordinator

Maths

Answer for the Numeracy Challenge

Answer

Content provided by Mr El. Amine—ADOL Numeracy Coordinator

STEM Stream

Origami
One of Longdean’s Year 7 STEM stream students has been a true enthuse of Origami. Vince has demonstrated his
knowledge and skills during the STEM presentation. He has produced a brief article to share his passion with
Longdean community.
Mr Rathore – Director of STEM

Vince explains, “Origami is the thousand-year-old, ancient Japanese art of paperfolding. I have been doing origami
since I was little and I have been a member of the British Origami Society and the Hungarian Origami Society since I
was eight and that’s why I chose my STEM application topic to be origami and engineering.
Origami is not just an art form, there are many mathematical rules in origami that work the same in metal or plastic
as in paper. Origami Engineering can be used wherever structures need to be reduced and then enlarged to save
space before they can be used. A special origami fold called the Miura Ori was used to design the Japanese Space
Flyer Unit, which launched in 1995, and NASA is now using origami to design new solar panels for space. Origami
can be applied to many other areas, like medicine or robotics, I think it’s a very exciting field to explore.

1.
2.

5.

3.
4.

1. Pig: model by Artur Biernacki, I have learnt it from him on the 2019 Hungarian Origami Convention.
2. Elephant: traditional model, I have learnt it form a Hungarian lady on a convention.

3. Magic rose cube: model by Valerie Vann, made from 6 pieces, I have learnt it on YouTube.
4. Spinner toy: based on a traditional windmill paper fold, if placed on a horizontal surface and blown on,
it spins around.
5.Decorative star: don’t know who the author is, I have learnt it on a British Origami Convention in Milton
Keynes in 2019.”

STEM Stream

Robotics
It is great to see that STEM Stream
students are working independently and
apply their STEM subjects’ knowledge to
complete robotic projects in their own
time. The following article is prepared by
Ricky who is in year 8 STEM stream, Well
done!
Mr Rathore Director of STEM
This is a robot that I built in the summer
holidays by myself, the features of this
robot are that it has a working camera that
you see through using the mobile device
app, ultrasound sensors that in the name
detect sound, on the bottom of the robot there are three line-tracking sensors which is one the modes on
the mobile device. The parts of this robot include a fully working CPU, four motors that turn the wheels
and a battery that is charged using a cable it also came with a remote control that had 9 buttons that you
could program, and when you press a button it would do an action.
When I first got this robot set it came in 4 boxes, each box had a different set of parts, so one box was
electrical features like the motors and the battery. It came with instructions like a Lego set but the
instructions were not very clear so I had to figure out the role of each component and where it would fit
in real life to give me an understanding of it.
The tools I had to use were various types of screwdrivers, an allen key and allen wrench and the rest of it
I used my hands. The screwdrivers and allen keys were used to keep it stable and sturdy whereas my
fingers were used to do all the technical parts such as plug in various wires from the CPU to the motors,
the camera etc.
Programming this robot was harder said than done, firstly the set came with the wire to plug into your
computer connecting to the robot after I had done that I needed to write the code that would later on be
programmed into the robot. After I had written the code I needed to go onto a website that would allow
me to upload the code I wrote into the remote control and robot, once I had done that it was finally
complete.
With some of the components on this robot I had no clue what they meant or how they work and being
in the STEM stream helped me to understand what they meant and how they work further than what I
have ever thought.

Fundraising news
Breast Cancer Now
Year 10 student Teddy has helped to raise over £27,000 for the
charity “Breast cancer Now”.
Teddy spoke in the year 10 assembly about how important this
charity is to him personally, and raised money through selling
charity bands and badges and helped organise an afternoon tea.
We are so proud of Teddy and all his hard work for such a
worthwhile cause.
Miss Plumb, Head of Year 10
Breast Cancer Now is a UK charity providing world-class research and life-changing care for people
affected by breast cancer. For more information visit https://breastcancernow.org

Hunger Heroes NCS
Year 12 students, Deeya and Caroline are raising money for
Hunger Heroes as part of their NCS programme.
Founded in 2004, the St Albans and District Foodbank are an
organization dedicated to helping people in need of food. When
situations get tight and you have no money left over from taxes
and bills, you have an obligation to feed your loved ones, your
most accessible source is the St Albans and District Foodbank.
These banks receive help from all kinds of people, including a
wide variety of churches, communities, and individuals, and it is
our wish to contribute effort and work to aid this honorable organisation. We want to help people in
tough situation; especially when children are involved as they should have an opportunity to grow up
with nourishment and the knowledge that people are out there praying on their successes for the future.
Our plans towards aiding this charity include various fundraising techniques to buy nutritional long-lasting
food to donate to the foodbank. Our pitch will have a out-lasting affect once NCS is over because we aim
to inspire other young people, whether it be at schools and colleges or by passers that see our stall and
the cause behind it. It will also outlive NCS in the sense that we will all come away with new aspirations to
help communities and local charities.
If you would like to donate, we have set up a Go Fund Me page at: https://gofund.me/25d42e0a
Please note that GoFundMe minimum donation is £5. If you make a donation, thank you!

Year 7 Geography: Structure of the Earth homework

Geography: Map of the week

School Production: Grease

It’s finally here!

Grease the Musical
...comes to Longdean School
Featuring 60 students from years 8-13, our fantastic cast
are delighted to present performances on:
Monday 15, Tuesday 16, Wednesday 17 November

7.30pm—9.00pm
Tickets NOW ON SALE via finance
£5 adults £3 students/children/Senior Citizens

TICKETS WILL NOT BE ON SALE ON THE DOOR –
PLEASE PURCHASE IN ADVANCE

D&T Product Design allows students to explore
CAD modelling, drawing and presentation
techniques and has an integral 3D element
involving model making and use of workshop
machinery.

Product design – A level

Product Design A-level students
on a trip to explore design ideas
and develop problem solving skills.

Student’s NEA

A’Level: Product design

Film Club

Date

Title

Monday 15th
November

Who Framed Roger 12
Rabbit ( Zemekis,
1988)

1hr 44 minutes
(finish approx 5:00pm)

Monday 22nd
November

Wonder Woman
(Jenkins, 2017)

12

2hr 21mins
(Finish at 5:40 approx.)

Monday 29th
November

Invictus (Eastwood, 12
2009)

2hr 8 minutes (Finish at
5:25 approx.)

Monday 6th
December

Independence Day 12
(Emmerich, 1996)

2hr 20mins
(Finish at 5:40 approx.)

Monday 13th
December

War of the Worlds
(Spielberg, 2005)

1hr 50 minutes
(Finish approx.
5:05pm)

Monday 20th
December

Rating Duration

12

NO FILM CLUB DUE TO ACHIEVEMENT EVENING

To find out more about

visit www.filmclub.org

Please remember to complete the induction form and return to Miss Rudling the Friday
before your first screening.

Update details
Have your contact details changed?
You could be missing out on important information for your child.
Address, email, phone number, name, emergency contact information for your child.
In order for you to receive important emails and texts, please input your correct contact
details into the Sims App.

Thank you for your on-going cooperation.
Longdean School Office

Lost property

We receive a lot of unnamed property in the office. Please ensure all uniform/property is
named so we can reunite missing items directly to their rightful owner.
If your child is missing any property, please encourage them to come and take a look at
Student Services.

Thank you
Longdean School Office

Pupil Safety
‘PUPIL SAFETY’

‘If you use our Hill Common entrance to drop-off or collect your son or daughter, please
use the gravel car park area only. Do not drive into the tarmac areas adjacent to the
MUGAs. We have provided a marked pedestrian walk-way in this area to facilitate a
designated safe route into school for pupils, staff and visitors. Some drivers are performing
multi-point turns, over the pedestrian walk-way, in the restricted space available because
they have driven up to the sports hall; this unnecessarily endangers users of the walk-way.

More generally, please consider the safety of all pedestrians while driving through the
Longdean site and keep your speed below 10mph.

Thank you.
Andy Wheeler, Premises & Safety Manager

Drop off and pick up

A gentle reminder that we are unable to support visitors if they arrive at school to drop
things off without an appointment. If you need to visit the school for any reason
please speak to your child’s Pastoral Manager, Director of Year or other relevant
member of staff and we will arrange a time for you to come in. This is in order to keep
the number of people on site to a minimum.

Can we please remind you not to park or drop off on the zigzag lines outside school.
Thank you for your co-operation.

Student Travel 2021-22
Do you or your child travel to University, College or School by bus? If so, we’ve got the
perfect solution!
Arriva Student Saver tickets are valid for anyone in full time education. You will get unlimited access to travel on any Arriva bus, across all of our routes in your chosen area.
The Saver tickets will not only cover your travel to and from University, School or College, but can also be used to travel in the evenings, at weekends and throughout the
holidays too.
Arriva’s Direct Debit scheme allows you to spread the cost of your ticket over affordable monthly payments. It’s an easy way to pay for travel and there’s no contract involved, making it an ideal way to get reduced bus travel for the whole Academic year,
without paying upfront.
*Our tickets do not cover Arriva London/TFL routes
It’s a simple process to apply, to arrange your Direct Debit please visit:
www.arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets
To ensure delivery of tickets in time for the start of the new Academic Year, we recommend registering now.

Once registered you can select either to receive your monthly pass by post or sent to
your mobile phone. This ticket will rollover every month for as long as the direct debit
remains active.

For any queries regarding the scheme, please email: talktous@arriva.co.uk

Information

Independent Learning and Homework at Longdean

Please remember to discuss your child’s Independent Learning and Homework set on Show My Homework using
the app or the website:

https://longdean.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar

Here you can find the entire school’s homework and filter by subject, teacher or class without logging in. For
specific details about your child’s homework, please log in to this website or the app. We recommend half an hour
a night, Monday through Thursday, on sites such as GCSE Pod, BBC Bitesize, Mathswatch, Tassomai, Educake,
MyMaths and others, as advised by the departments.

www.mymaths.co.uk — students have an individual username and password from their Maths Teacher .

Reporting Absences from School - Contact Numbers
If, for any reason, your child is absent from school or needs to be collected for
an appointment, please contact one of the following numbers as soon as
possible. Any messages will be picked up at the beginning of the school day.
Please call each day your child will be absent.

Year 7:

01442 205758

Year 8:

01442 205707

Year 9:

01442 205706

Year 10:

01442 205703

Year 11:

01442 205760

Sixth Form:

01442 205720

Information
Information

SCHOOL SHOP
You can now purchase items available from our school
shop online on your SIMS pay account
(www.sims-pay.co.uk)
All items purchased BEFORE MIDNIGHT can be
collected in school the next day

Information

If you do not meet the criteria for free school meals but need some support to buy food or pay household
bills, help is available.
Contact Herts Help for advice and practical support – call 0300 123 4044, email info@hertshelp.net or visit
www.hertshelp.net.

Information

