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A note from the Headteacher
Dates for your diary

25th-29th October—
Half term

26th November—
Occasional Day

22nd December—End
of term

Dear parents and carers

A busy half term has drawn to a close. Reflecting on this it is amazing how much has been
done in the 7.5 weeks since we returned to school and how quickly the time has gone
by. Some notable successes include the Open Evening event and the subsequent open mornings. We hosted over 850 people on the evening itself and due to demand we had to lay on
two additional open mornings. It is great to see so much interest in our school. We have also
hosted several primary school events including the local district cross country tournament. Our Year 8 Sports Leaders played a key role in ensuring this event was successful. We
have also continued to run trips, including the Year 11 trip to see Macbeth, Silver Duke of Edinburgh expedition and we have also undertaken several Geography field works visits. Our
newly formed School Council has met twice and there are many clubs up and running for students in all years. These are all signs that schools are returning to the way they should be despite the demands of vaccinations and repeated testing.

This week we welcomed two external visitors to the school to evaluate aspects of our
work. On Tuesday we welcome Jan Hegerty, Headteacher of the Virtual School, who was looking at the work we do with children who are in care. In addition our new School Effectiveness
Adviser, Justine Mcdonald, spent her first day with us in order to get to know our school and
to look for strengths and areas where we could improve. I am delighted that both of these
visits went well with many positives highlighted around teaching, support for individual students and staff, student relationships as well as the strengths of our unique curriculum. As
always there are tweaks we can make and we will look at the points around how we question
students to ensure they understand what we are teaching and also students understanding of
how certain words can be hurtful to specific groups of students even if this is not intended.

Finally, my assemblies this week focussed on celebration with particular reference to the festival of Diwali. This festival is central to Buddhists, Sikhs, Hindus and Jains all of whom are represented in our school community. The vibrant mix of our school is one of our core strengths
and it was great to be able to enhance the understanding of all students around this important
event. Diwali itself takes place on 4th November this year and if you are celebrating I hope you
have a wonderful time.

I wish you all an restful and enjoyable break and I look forward to seeing you all in the new
half term.

Graham Cunningham
Headteacher

Attendance
Please support your child by ensuring that they are in school every day, as far as possible.
Families will be issued with a fixed penalty notice and could be prosecuted by Hertfordshire County Council for
their child's non-attendance at school this academic year.

Research suggests that for every
Sept

17 MISSED SCHOOL DAYS,

July

Y7

a student’s achievement will drop by

Y8

ONE GRADE when they sit their GCSEs

Y9
Y10
Y11

Nothing is more critical to attainment than consistent attendance.
Well done to all of the students who achieved 100% so far this academic year.

School Attendance

Year 7

95.6%

Year 8

91%

Year 9

93%

Year 10

90%

Year 11

88%

Year 12

91.5%

Year 13

91%
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Maths

Numeracy challenge

Maths

Thought of the week

Content provided by Mr El. Amine—ADOL Numeracy Coordinator

Maths

Answer for the Numeracy Challenge

Content provided by Mr El. Amine—ADOL Numeracy Coordinator

STEM Stream and STEM Club

The STEM team is very pleased to have received high volume of applications for Year7 STEM Stream
pathway. There were 58 students shortlisted to be interviewed. Applicants were interviewed by a staff
member along with a Year8 STEM student. Throughout the process applicants showed enthusiasm,
maturity and ownership of their learning. It has been a very successful recruitment process. The students’
responses during interview process were remarkable. We have a STEM Stream group of 30 students and
other students have been invited to join the STEM Club so they do not miss out on the curriculum
enrichment opportunities within STEM area. We would like to congratulate the students who became
part of the STEM Stream pathway and well-done to all those who applied and are joining the STEM Club.
After half term break club details will be published.

STEM Stream

STEM Stream – Robotics and Artificial Intelligent

STEM Stream Year8 students completed various robotic projects independently. They
applied various science, design and technology and computing knowledge and skills to
design and build their own projects.

Hanying Hong, Year 12 Computer Science student, has been coding at high level for the
robot to perform various routines. He gave various demonstrations in the STEM Hub
during Longdean open evening, which was greatly received by the visitors.

KS4 English Club

KS4 English Club

Film Club

Update Details

Have your contact details changed?
You could be missing out on important information for your child.
Address, email, phone number, name, emergency contact information for your child.
In order for you to receive important emails and texts, please input your correct contact
details into the Sims App

Thank you for your on-going cooperation.
Longdean School Office

Lost Property

We receive a lot of unnamed property in the office. Please ensure all uniform/property is
named so we can reunite missing items directly to their rightful owner.
If your child is missing any property, please encourage them to come and take a look at
Student Services.

Thank you
Longdean School Office

Pupil Safety

‘PUPIL SAFETY’

‘If you use our Hill Common entrance to drop-off or collect your son or daughter, please
use the gravel car park area only. Do not drive into the tarmac areas adjacent to the
MUGAs. We have provided a marked pedestrian walk-way in this area to facilitate a
designated safe route into school for pupils, staff and visitors. Some drivers are performing
multi-point turns, over the pedestrian walk-way, in the restricted space available because
they have driven up to the sports hall; this unnecessarily endangers users of the walk-way.

More generally, please consider the safety of all pedestrians while driving through the
Longdean site and keep your speed below 10mph.

Thank you.

Drop off and Pick Up

Andy Wheeler, Premises & Safety Manager

A gentle reminder that we are unable to support visitors if they arrive at school to drop
things off without an appointment. If you need to visit the school for any reason
please speak to your child’s Pastoral Manager, Director of Year or other relevant
member of staff and we will arrange a time for you to come in. This is in order to keep
the number of people on site to a minimum.

Can we please remind you not to park or drop off on the zigzag lines outside school.
Thank you for your co-operation.

Student Travel 2021-22
Do you or your child travel to University, College or School by bus? If so, we’ve got the
perfect solution!
Arriva Student Saver tickets are valid for anyone in full time education. You will get unlimited access to travel on any Arriva bus, across all of our routes in your chosen area.
The Saver tickets will not only cover your travel to and from University, School or College, but can also be used to travel in the evenings, at weekends and throughout the
holidays too.
Arriva’s Direct Debit scheme allows you to spread the cost of your ticket over affordable monthly payments. It’s an easy way to pay for travel and there’s no contract involved, making it an ideal way to get reduced bus travel for the whole Academic year,
without paying upfront.
*Our tickets do not cover Arriva London/TFL routes
It’s a simple process to apply, to arrange your Direct Debit please visit:
www.arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets
To ensure delivery of tickets in time for the start of the new Academic Year, we recommend registering now.

Once registered you can select either to receive your monthly pass by post or sent to
your mobile phone. This ticket will rollover every month for as long as the direct debit
remains active.

For any queries regarding the scheme, please email: talktous@arriva.co.uk

Information
Independent Learning and Homework at Longdean

Please remember to discuss your child’s Independent Learning and Homework set on Show My Homework using
the app or the website:

https://longdean.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar

Here you can find the entire school’s homework and filter by subject, teacher or class without logging in. For

specific details about your child’s homework, please log in to this website or the app. We recommend half an hour
a night, Monday through Thursday, on sites such as GCSE Pod, BBC Bitesize, Mathswatch, Tassomai, Educake,
MyMaths and others, as advised by the departments.

www.mymaths.co.uk — students have an individual username and password from their Maths Teacher .

Reporting Absences from School - Contact Numbers
If, for any reason, your child is absent from school or needs to be collected for
an appointment, please contact one of the following numbers as soon as
possible. Any messages will be picked up at the beginning of the school day.
Please call each day your child will be absent.

Year 7:

01442 205758

Year 8:

01442 205707

Year 9:

01442 205706

Year 10:

01442 205703

Year 11:

01442 205760

Sixth Form:

01442 205720

Information

SCHOOL SHOP
You can now purchase items available from our school
shop online on your SIMS pay account
(www.sims-pay.co.uk)
All items purchased BEFORE MIDNIGHT can be
collected in school the next day

Information

If you do not meet the criteria for free school meals but need some support to buy food or pay household
bills, help is available.
Contact Herts Help for advice and practical support – call 0300 123 4044, email info@hertshelp.net or visit
www.hertshelp.net.

Information

