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A note from the Headteacher
Dates for your diary

20 July—Inset day

21 July—Inset day

22 July—Inset day and
last day of Summer
term

01-02 Sept—Inset days

05 Sept—year 7 only
in school
06 Sept—year 7 in
school and 6th form
options (no other years
in school)
07 Sept—all year
groups in school
24—28 Oct—Half term

Dear parents and carers,
I am writing this final article of the year sat in the glorious sunshine that has accompanied
the final week of the school year. There is still a lot going on but reflecting on the full year I
am tremendously proud of how we have got through with the minimum of disruption. We
have enjoyed a large number of domestic and international visits including skiing and World
Challenge. Students have been able to enjoy many of the opportunities that used to exist for
them such as Duke of Edinburgh or representing their school at sport, dance, sports
leadership or Mathematics. Above all I am most pleased that students have returned to the
routines of school life and that they have received great teaching and rebuilt strong
relationships with their peers and their teachers. The fruits of this were clearly seen in the
supportive relationships between students and staff during the recent examination
series. Student attitudes were exemplary and staff were with them every step of the way.
Last week it was great to welcome the new Year 7 students to Longdean for two days of
induction, supported by our transition staff and the wider Longdean team. Students learned
their way around the school, began to forge bonds with other students and staff as well as
participating in lessons. They were also treated to a showcase from the Year 7 and 8
Performing Arts stream.
We have also received some good news recently that planning permission for our proposed
all weather pitch and cafe building has been granted. Work will now begin on this and will
continue into the Autumn Term, with completion around October half term. This will be a
great facility that will enhance PE in our school and provide a wider community resource.
Next Monday will be my final assembly of the year. I am excited that we will be inviting Alex
Lowe to join us again so we can hand over the money we raised on charity walk day. This
amounts to over £2000 and will go to Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva (FOP) who are
supporting Alex and her family.
As always at this time of year we say a fond farewell to staff members leaving to take up new
roles to develop their careers. We are saying farewell to a number of support and teaching
staff and we wish them all every success in their new ventures and thank them for their
service. I am also delighted to report that we have managed to fill these gaps and that we
are fully staffed from September. All colleagues have been appointed by Longdean and are
contracted to us. We have no agency or other supply staff.
And so another year draws to a close. I would like to thank all the staff for their efforts,
parents for their support of our school and the students whose attitudes and personalities
make Longdean a great place to work.
Best wishes for the summer.
Graham Cunningham
Headteacher

A Note from the Headteacher

Hot weather warning
The weather forecast is for high temperatures on Monday and Tuesday next week. We
intend to be fully open but students can wear PE kit regardless of whether they have
PE on those days. Also ensure your child is wearing sun lotion and brings a water
bottle with them.

Attendance
Please support your child by ensuring that they are in school every day, as far as possible.
Families will be issued with a fixed penalty notice and could be prosecuted by Hertfordshire County Council for
their child's non-attendance at school this academic year.

Research suggests that for every
Sept

July

17 MISSED SCHOOL DAYS,

Y7

a student’s achievement will drop by

Y8

ONE GRADE when they sit their GCSEs

Y9
Y10
Y11

Nothing is more critical to attainment than consistent attendance.
Well done to all of the students who achieved 100% so far this academic year.

STEM: Industrial Cadets Bronze sustainability project
A group of Year 8 and 9 STEM students took part in the Industrial
Cadets competition which involved problem solving and STEM
subject
related
knowledge
application
and
skills.
Students have spent their lunch times and after school to achieve
a nationally recognised award - Bronze Level Industrial Cadet
Accreditation.
The students’ project was to research and design a sustainable
island with a school on it and then build a model of it.
They worked as a team and each of them was assigned an area to research and collate information to
produce a Power Point presentation as part of the project. After their research, students designed and
developed a model based on their research and ideas. Students build the prototype in the technology
department under the supervision of Mr Zarrouq, Science teacher.

The students had a MS Teams remote session with the Industrial Cadets and presented their outcome.
Mr Rathore said, “I am really pleased with the students’ enthusiasm and creativity. They have
demonstrated deeper understanding of the task and produced a working solution. Their remarkable work
has been recognised and Industrial Cadet’s they have been nomination for the Determination Award”.

STEM: Industrial Cadets Bronze sustainability project
STEM Shows – Power & Energy
During activities week very successful and enjoyable STEM shows were delivered by Royal institute of
science where students and staff were fully engaged.

Longdean also hosted STEM shows for our local community primary schools. Year 5 and 6
students and their staff were welcomed by transition team lead by Mrs Eaton and also Director
of STEM Mr Rathore. Primary school students really enjoyed the entire interactive session.

Student Congratulations
Congratulations to Ricky Amrania 8DV1 has been selected part of the Team that represents
Hertfordshire in the Boys Under 13 Inter County Basketball Tournament.
Ricky is very dedicated & committed to Basketball and we wish him every success as he
begins the next part of his basketball journey as part of the Oaklands Wolves Team next
season.
Well done Ricky!

Student Congratulations

Ultimate Science Star awards!

As a Science department we decided to give some extra awards, alongside our half termly
Science Super Star awards, to students who we feel have made a real impact in Science
over the past years. A huge congratulations to the students below and their continued
efforts towards Science. These students were selected from over 100 Science superstar
winners, as their contributions to Science over the past year really stood out.

Leni – Year 8
Ines – Year 9
Eliza – Year 10
Rowen – Year 10
Rumesa – Year 10
Zoe – Year 11

Student Congratulations

A Level Science Awards

This year the Science department have been really impressed by the standard and level in
which the A Level scientist have been working. We decided that in recognitions of this to
create some Science awards to acknowledge the work and effort which has gone into this
year. The winners are below, but a huge well done to the whole year 12 A Level Science
co-hort.

Name

Subject

Mahnoor
Sanya
Ibrahim
Isabelle
Alisha
Dylan
Niki
Ansali
Carla
Omar

Biology
Biology and Chemistry
Biology
Biology and Chemistry
Biology and Chemistry
Physics
Biology
Biology
Biology
Biology

World Challenge 2022 expedition
Thirteen Year 11 and 12 students will be travelling to Morocco in July to complete Longdean’s
first post-pandemic expedition. Students have been preparing for the last couple of years and are
excited to finally be able to travel.
We have run World Challenge at Longdean since 2008 and hundreds of students have had this
amazing experience in many parts of the world (Africa, Asia and Central America). The experience
builds confidence and leadership skills and is an amazing and often life-changing event.
The students will follow the itinerary shown and will complete assemblies next term when there
will also be an opportunity for next year's Year 10-12 to sign up for the 2024 expedition!

World Challenge 2022 expedition

DENs
Science
update

Scientist of the Month
July
Chien-Shiung Wu
1912-1997

She was a Chinese-American experimental physics. She is best known for designing and conducting the
Wu experiment, which proved the theory that parity is not conserved for beta decay.
She is also celebrated for her work on the Manhattan project and is often referred to as “The First Lady
in Physics”.
Her experiments enabled her colleagues to win the Nobel prize in Physics in 1957. Although Wu’s
contributions were unacknowledged, she was later awarded the Wolf prize in physics and
was elected to be the first female president of the American physical society.
Born in a small town near Shanghai, Wu attended a school started by her father, who believed in
education for girls despite it being an uncommon belief at that time. Wu went on to study physics at a
university in Shanghai, where one of her professors had worked with Marie Curie. After graduation, she
became a research assistant when her supervisor encouraged her to pursue advanced education in
America.
In 1936, Wu arrived in San Francisco, with some financial assistance from an uncle. She enrolled at the
University of California, Berkeley where she completed her Ph.D. in 1940.

Science

The Science team will solve your science problems!
Need help with science revision? Worried about an upcoming test or exam? Just want to chat
about science?! Be soothed by Science SOS!

All year 9, 10 and 11 are welcome!
Every Monday in S3 or S 3.20-4.00

Date
13-Jun-22
20-Jun-22
27-Jun-22
04-Jul-22
11-Jul-22

Week
A
B
A
A
B

S4

S3

Biology - Biotic/abiotic and Sampling (year 11
only)

Chemistry - Chemical changes

Activities week
Biology - Organs and systems

Chemistry - Energy changes

Physics - Electricity

Biology - Non-communicable diseases

Chemistry - Bonding

Physics - Main electricity

Biology Boggling your Brain?
Chemistry turning you Crackers?
Physics getting you in a Pickle?
Science SOS has the answer!
Rooms S3/S4. 3:20-4:00 Every Monday.

Young people’s research advisory group

Film Club

FRIDAY

THURSDAY

WEDNESDAY

Girls Rugby
(CWE)
Boys Rugby
(GVI)
Girls Netball
(MFI)

Boys Football
(DGI)

Boys Basketball
(MJO)
Girls Rugby
(CWE)
Boys Football
(OJO)

Girls Football
(BWY)

Boys Football
(MJO)
Girls Football
(BWY)

Boys Rugby
(DJE)

Boys Basketball
(DJE)
Girls Netball
(JBA)

Boys Rugby
(GVI)

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Girls Rugby
(GVI/ CWE)

Girls Netball
(MFI)

Boys Basketball
(MJO)
Girls Football
(BWY)

Year 9

Year 8

Year 7

Day

2022

Girls Football
(BWY)

Girls Netball
(JBA)

Boys Football/
Basketball
(DGI/ DJE)

Boys Rugby
(DJE)
Girls Rugby
(GVI/ CWE)

Year 10

Girls Netball
(JBA/ MFI)
Boys Basketball
(MJO)

Boys Rugby
(GVI)

Year 11/Sixth
Form

Year 9 Gym
(TWR)

KS4 Badminton
(DJE/ GVI)

KS3 Badminton
(DJE/ GVI)

Year 11 Gym
(TWR)

Year 10 Gym
(TWR)

Lunch

Other

LONGDEAN SCHOOL
PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT: EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAMME

Information
Independent Learning and Homework at Longdean

Please remember to discuss your child’s Independent Learning and Homework set on Show My Homework using
the app or the website:
https://longdean.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar
Here you can find the entire school’s homework and filter by subject, teacher or class without logging in. For
specific details about your child’s homework, please log in to this website or the app. We recommend half an hour
a night, Monday through Thursday, on sites such as GCSE Pod, BBC Bitesize, Mathswatch, Tassomai, Educake,
MyMaths and others, as advised by the departments.

www.mymaths.co.uk — students have an individual username and password from their Maths Teacher.

Link Dates The Longdean Link is published every two weeks, via the in touch e-mail system to all those
for whom we have an e-mail address.

Reporting Absences from School - Contact Numbers
If, for any reason, your child is absent from school or needs to be collected for
an appointment, please contact one of the following numbers as soon as
possible. Any messages will be picked up at the beginning of the school day.
Please call each day your child will be absent.

Year 7:

01442 205760

Year 8:

01442 205758

Year 9:

01442 205707

Year 10:

01442 205706

Year 11:

01442 205703

Sixth Form:

01442 205720

It’s never too late to be active!

What is the ‘It’s Never Too Late to be Active’ campaign?
‘It’s Never Too Late to be Active’ is a 12-week local behaviour-change campaign run by Hertfordshire County
Council that aims to inspire and support older adults in Hertfordshire to become more active.
Anyone who signs up to the campaign will receive a FREE:
•
•
•
•

7-day activity pass for their local leisure centre
welcome call to help them find a suitable activity
activity planner
entry into a prize draw to win £150 sports voucher

Join the campaign to get more active and win prizes !
If your school would like to support the campaign and be in with the chance to win up to £1000 prize money, all
you have to do is encourage your pupils to take part in our ‘active photo’ competition and
encourage the adults in your local community to sign up to the campaign.

The important bit:
If the nominated adult selects your school when submitting the photo, you will automatically be entered into the
school prize draw to win £1000.

What do you need to do?
Encourage as many children as possible to take part in the photo competition to get as many
grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles and older family friends and neighbours as possible to sign up to the
campaign!
Find out more information about the campaign and the photo competition at:
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/nevertoolatetoolkit
You can sign up to the campaign here:
It's never too late to be active! | Hertfordshire County Council

Student travel

Do you or your child travel to University, College or School by bus? If so, we’ve got the perfect
solution!
Arriva Student and Child Saver tickets are valid for anyone in full time education and, is a cost
effective and flexible way of paying for travel costs.
Unlimited Travel - You’ll get unlimited access to travel on any Arriva bus, at any time, across
all routes in your chosen area.
No Restrictions - The Saver tickets will cover your travel to and from University, School or
College, evenings, weekends and throughout the holidays too at any time of the day.
Flexible Payments - Arriva’s Direct Debit scheme allows you to spread the cost of your ticket
over affordable monthly payments. It’s an easy way to pay for travel and there’s no contract involved, making it an ideal way to get reduced bus travel for the whole Academic year, without
paying upfront.
Sign up in advance – Either set your direct debit a future date for when you need the ticket or,
you can start your ticket now to get used to the local bus routes
Plan your journey – Please use our ‘Plan a journey’ tool on our website to work out which bus
you require
It’s a simple process to apply, to arrange your Direct Debit please visit the website below and,
select the region the school, college or university is in

www.arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets
Once registered you can select either to receive your monthly pass by post or sent to your mobile phone, so you won’t have to worry about paying every time you board the bus.
This ticket will rollover every month for as long as the direct debit remains active.
For any queries regarding the scheme, please email: talktous@arriva.co.uk
*Our tickets do not cover Arriva London/TFL routes

Information

Information

Information

