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A note from the Headteacher
Dates for your diary

20 July—Inset day

21 July—Inset day

22 July—Inset day and
last day of Summer
term

01-02 Sept—Inset days

05 Sept—year 7 only
in school
06 Sept—year 7 in
school and 6th form
options (no other years
in school)
07 Sept—all year
groups in school
24—28 Oct—Half term

Dear parents and carers,
The school year is rapidly moving towards a close and there is still lots going on. Last
week saw students engaging in a range of activities linked to the theme of pride as
part of our activities week. This included Sports Day which was won by Da Vinci
House overall and also raising money through our charity walk, to support our
chosen charity Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva research (FOP). If there are any
further donations, please can you send them into school. A representative of the
charity will be joining us on Monday 18 July to collect the money we have raised.
On Monday evening
this week, I had the
pleasure of going to
Cheltenham
to
support the dance
team participate in
the national dance
final. To reach this
point they have
already entered and
won a local and
regional final both
of which contained
12 teams. The competition on Monday contained the 30 regional
winners. The standard of competition was very high and I am delighted that in
this field, Longdean came 10th overall. We are all very proud of them.
This week we have also had Year 10 and 12 examination taking place and the
attitude of the students has been exemplary. This is an important week for these
students as it enables them to measure where they are in terms of grades and
examination performance with a year of their courses still to go. In addition, we
have also had students from various local primary and secondary schools on site to
take part in a Commonwealth Sports Festival. This has been overseen by our own
sports ambassadors and leaders.
Next week, students will begin their new timetables. Students should view this as a
fresh start in new courses with new staff and students. We expect every student to
attend fully next week, adopting a great attitude to make the best start.
Finally for this week, I would like to give parents advance notice that school will
finish for the summer at 12.30pm on Tuesday 19 July. I will write nearer to the end
of term with details about the return in September and arrangements for the
collection of examination results as well as a reminder about uniform expectations
for the new term.
Best regards,
Graham Cunningham
Headteacher

Attendance
Please support your child by ensuring that they are in school every day, as far as possible.
Families will be issued with a fixed penalty notice and could be prosecuted by Hertfordshire County Council for
their child's non-attendance at school this academic year.

Research suggests that for every
Sept

July

17 MISSED SCHOOL DAYS,

Y7

a student’s achievement will drop by

Y8

ONE GRADE when they sit their GCSEs

Y9
Y10
Y11

Nothing is more critical to attainment than consistent attendance.
Well done to all of the students who achieved 100% so far this academic year.

STEM: Industrial Cadets Bronze sustainability project
A group of Year 8 and 9 STEM students took part in the Industrial
Cadets competition which involved problem solving and STEM
subject
related
knowledge
application
and
skills.
Students have spent their lunch times and after school to achieve
a nationally recognised award - Bronze Level Industrial Cadet
Accreditation.
The students’ project was to research and design a sustainable
island with a school on it and then build a model of it.
They worked as a team and each of them was assigned an area to research and collate information to
produce a Power Point presentation as part of the project. After their research, students designed and
developed a model based on their research and ideas. Students build the prototype in the technology
department under the supervision of Mr Zarrouq, Science teacher.

The students had a MS Teams remote session with the Industrial Cadets and presented their outcome.
Mr Rathore said, “I am really pleased with the students’ enthusiasm and creativity. They have
demonstrated deeper understanding of the task and produced a working solution. Their remarkable work
has been recognised and Industrial Cadet’s they have been nomination for the Determination Award”.

International Schools Activity Week
During Activities Week the Year 7 students who were in school, took part in
a competition to complete a logo, lessons, cultural study and virtual tours
linked to our partner schools in Ghana.
The winning entries for every form were sent to Ghana to be judged for the
best work in each category. Winning teams shared £100 in prizes. Well done
to all participants. They were lots of fantastic entries received.

International Schools Activity Week (continued)

World Challenge 2022 expedition
Thirteen Year 11 and 12 students will be travelling to Morocco in July to complete Longdean’s first postpandemic expedition. Students have been preparing for the last couple of years and are excited to finally
be able to travel.
We have run World Challenge at Longdean since 2008 and hundreds of students have had this amazing
experience in many parts of the world (Africa, Asia and Central America). The experience builds
confidence and leadership skills and is an amazing and often life-changing event.
The students will follow the itinerary shown and will complete assemblies next term when there will also
be an opportunity for next year's Year 10-12 to sign up for the 2024 expedition!

DENs
Science
update

Scientist of the Month
July
Chien-Shiung Wu
1912-1997

She was a Chinese-American experimental physics. She is best known for designing and conducting the
Wu experiment, which proved the theory that parity is not conserved for beta decay.
She is also celebrated for her work on the Manhattan project and is often referred to as “The First Lady
in Physics”.
Her experiments enabled her colleagues to win the Nobel prize in Physics in 1957. Although Wu’s
contributions were unacknowledged, she was later awarded the Wolf prize in physics and
was elected to be the first female president of the American physical society.
Born in a small town near Shanghai, Wu attended a school started by her father, who believed in
education for girls despite it being an uncommon belief at that time. Wu went on to study physics at a
university in Shanghai, where one of her professors had worked with Marie Curie. After graduation, she
became a research assistant when her supervisor encouraged her to pursue advanced education in
America.
In 1936, Wu arrived in San Francisco, with some financial assistance from an uncle. She enrolled at the
University of California, Berkeley where she completed her Ph.D. in 1940.

DENs update

Michelle Woodall , the Foodbank Co-ordinator from DENS (Dacorum Emergency Night Shelter), has been
in touch to thank Longdean School for the kind donations given in support of their Foodbank service over
the last year, April 2021 – March 2022.
She said, “You donated 110 kg. Your donation has enabled us to continue offering emergency food
parcels to local people, supporting them through crisis. The range of services DENS provides helps
homeless people make positive changes to their lives, learn new skills and to build their confidence and
ultimately assist people to move on into independent living. Thank you once again for your support”.
Weekly, the Foodbank provides food to the DENS Elms Hostel in Hemel Hempstead, which
accommodates 44 residents, and to the Day Centre who have provided 2500 meals throughout the year.
Last year they provided 6,271 people, of which 2,582 were children, with emergency food parcels.
Our contribution enables DENS services to provide vital support to those most in need; whether they are
homeless or at risk of becoming homeless – today and in the future.
If you would like to know more about our services you can visit www.dens.org.uk to find more.

Eco friendly paper

We have identified a replacement, reasonably quality A3 paper from the same manufacturer as our
current A4 paper supplier.
No trees are cut down or used and emissions and water use is reduced in the production process than
our previous A3 paper. It also comes with the added advantage of being slightly cheaper.
This will make Longdean environmentally friendly for all white paper print and partially environmentally
friendly for coloured paper printing.

Science

The Science team will solve your science problems!
Need help with science revision? Worried about an upcoming test or exam? Just want to chat
about science?! Be soothed by Science SOS!

All year 9, 10 and 11 are welcome!
Every Monday in S3 or S 3.20-4.00

Date

Week

13-Jun-22
20-Jun-22
27-Jun-22
04-Jul-22
11-Jul-22

A
B
A
A
B

S4

S3

Biology - Biotic/abiotic and Sampling (year 11
only)

Chemistry - Chemical changes

Activities week
Biology - Organs and systems

Chemistry - Energy changes

Physics - Electricity

Biology - Non-communicable diseases

Chemistry - Bonding

Physics - Main electricity

Biology Boggling your Brain?
Chemistry turning you Crackers?
Physics getting you in a Pickle?
Science SOS has the answer!
Rooms S3/S4. 3:20-4:00 Every Monday.

Young people’s research advisory group

Film Club

FRIDAY

THURSDAY

WEDNESDAY

Girls Rugby
(CWE)
Boys Rugby
(GVI)
Girls Netball
(MFI)

Boys Football
(DGI)

Boys Basketball
(MJO)
Girls Rugby
(CWE)
Boys Football
(OJO)

Girls Football
(BWY)

Boys Football
(MJO)
Girls Football
(BWY)

Boys Rugby
(DJE)

Boys Basketball
(DJE)
Girls Netball
(JBA)

Boys Rugby
(GVI)

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Girls Rugby
(GVI/ CWE)

Girls Netball
(MFI)

Boys Basketball
(MJO)
Girls Football
(BWY)

Year 9

Year 8

Year 7

Day

2022

Girls Football
(BWY)

Girls Netball
(JBA)

Boys Football/
Basketball
(DGI/ DJE)

Boys Rugby
(DJE)
Girls Rugby
(GVI/ CWE)

Year 10

Girls Netball
(JBA/ MFI)
Boys Basketball
(MJO)

Boys Rugby
(GVI)

Year 11/Sixth
Form

Year 9 Gym
(TWR)

KS4 Badminton
(DJE/ GVI)

KS3 Badminton
(DJE/ GVI)

Year 11 Gym
(TWR)

Year 10 Gym
(TWR)

Lunch

Other

LONGDEAN SCHOOL
PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT: EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAMME

Information
Independent Learning and Homework at Longdean

Please remember to discuss your child’s Independent Learning and Homework set on Show My Homework using
the app or the website:
https://longdean.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar
Here you can find the entire school’s homework and filter by subject, teacher or class without logging in. For
specific details about your child’s homework, please log in to this website or the app. We recommend half an hour
a night, Monday through Thursday, on sites such as GCSE Pod, BBC Bitesize, Mathswatch, Tassomai, Educake,
MyMaths and others, as advised by the departments.

www.mymaths.co.uk — students have an individual username and password from their Maths Teacher.

Link Dates The Longdean Link is published every two weeks, via the in touch e-mail system to all those
for whom we have an e-mail address.

Reporting Absences from School - Contact Numbers
If, for any reason, your child is absent from school or needs to be collected for
an appointment, please contact one of the following numbers as soon as
possible. Any messages will be picked up at the beginning of the school day.
Please call each day your child will be absent.

Year 7:

01442 205758

Year 8:

01442 205707

Year 9:

01442 205706

Year 10:

01442 205703

Year 11:

01442 205760

Sixth Form:

01442 205720

It’s never too late to be active!

What is the ‘It’s Never Too Late to be Active’ campaign?
‘It’s Never Too Late to be Active’ is a 12-week local behaviour-change campaign run by Hertfordshire County
Council that aims to inspire and support older adults in Hertfordshire to become more active.
Anyone who signs up to the campaign will receive a FREE:
•
•
•
•

7-day activity pass for their local leisure centre
welcome call to help them find a suitable activity
activity planner
entry into a prize draw to win £150 sports voucher

Join the campaign to get more active and win prizes !
If your school would like to support the campaign and be in with the chance to win up to £1000 prize money, all
you have to do is encourage your pupils to take part in our ‘active photo’ competition and
encourage the adults in your local community to sign up to the campaign.

The important bit:
If the nominated adult selects your school when submitting the photo, you will automatically be entered into the
school prize draw to win £1000.

What do you need to do?
Encourage as many children as possible to take part in the photo competition to get as many
grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles and older family friends and neighbours as possible to sign up to the
campaign!
Find out more information about the campaign and the photo competition at:
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/nevertoolatetoolkit
You can sign up to the campaign here:
It's never too late to be active! | Hertfordshire County Council

Student travel

Do you or your child travel to University, College or School by bus? If so, we’ve got the perfect
solution!
Arriva Student and Child Saver tickets are valid for anyone in full time education and, is a cost
effective and flexible way of paying for travel costs.
Unlimited Travel - You’ll get unlimited access to travel on any Arriva bus, at any time, across
all routes in your chosen area.
No Restrictions - The Saver tickets will cover your travel to and from University, School or
College, evenings, weekends and throughout the holidays too at any time of the day.
Flexible Payments - Arriva’s Direct Debit scheme allows you to spread the cost of your ticket
over affordable monthly payments. It’s an easy way to pay for travel and there’s no contract involved, making it an ideal way to get reduced bus travel for the whole Academic year, without
paying upfront.
Sign up in advance – Either set your direct debit a future date for when you need the ticket or,
you can start your ticket now to get used to the local bus routes
Plan your journey – Please use our ‘Plan a journey’ tool on our website to work out which bus
you require
It’s a simple process to apply, to arrange your Direct Debit please visit the website below and,
select the region the school, college or university is in

www.arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets
Once registered you can select either to receive your monthly pass by post or sent to your mobile phone, so you won’t have to worry about paying every time you board the bus.
This ticket will rollover every month for as long as the direct debit remains active.
For any queries regarding the scheme, please email: talktous@arriva.co.uk
*Our tickets do not cover Arriva London/TFL routes

Information

Information

Information

