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A note from the Headteacher
Dates for your diary

20 July—Inset day
21 July—Inset day

22 July—Inset day and
last day of Summer
term

Dear parents and carers
The month of June is 'Pride' month and Longdean will be recognising this next week with a
series of activities that will enable students to showcase what they take pride in. The events
started today with our charity walk. This 12km trek will enable students to take pride in
raising money for Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva who are currently supporting a
former Longdean student whose baby is suffering from this illness. Next week will provide
opportunities for students to show their pride in representing their house on sports day, in
completing a successful first year at Longdean on the Year 7 residential or pride in
demonstrating employability skills whilst on work experience. A number of students will be
demonstrating their teamwork skills and resilience when completing their Duke of Edinburgh
expedition. The dress code for these events is non uniform, but appropriate for the activity
students are engaged in. We hope students will use this opportunity to demonstrate pride in
their culture and heritage through their clothing or hairstyles if they wish to do so.
The week after next is Year 10 & 12 examinations week. Students in these years are on study
leave all week and should use their time to prepare thoroughly. A reminder that students will
need to wear full uniform and have complete equipment (black pens, pencil, rule, protractor,
compass, calculator) for every examination. Phones, watches and other devices are not
permitted in the examination rooms.
This week we have conducted our English review. Our school effectiveness advisor spent the
day with the department speaking to students about their experiences, observing lessons
and reviewing the curriculum. The feedback was very positive about the standard of
teaching and support teachers give their students. Our advisor was also impressed in the
diversity of our curriculum. We will continue to work on the feedback given but this review
alongside the Mathematics review earlier this year shows the school has returned from the
pandemic in a strong position in these core subjects.
Finally for this edition of the link to celebrate the achievements of our Senior Dance group.
Having won the district competition the group took part in the regional final in Hayes. They
finished second overall, coming top on two judges scorecards. They will now participate in
the national final held at Cheltenham on 27 June 2022.
Have a good week.

Graham Cunningham
Headteacher

Attendance
Please support your child by ensuring that they are in school every day, as far as possible.
Families will be issued with a fixed penalty notice and could be prosecuted by Hertfordshire County Council for
their child's non-attendance at school this academic year.

Research suggests that for every
Sept

July

17 MISSED SCHOOL DAYS,

Y7

a student’s achievement will drop by

Y8

ONE GRADE when they sit their GCSEs

Y9
Y10
Y11

Nothing is more critical to attainment than consistent attendance.
Well done to all of the students who achieved 100% so far this academic year.

Maths

Thought of the week

Content provided by Mr El. Amine—ADOL Numeracy Coordinator

Maths

Numeracy Challenge

Content provided by Mr El. Amine—ADOL Numeracy Coordinator

Maths

Content provided by Mr El. Amine—ADOL Numeracy Coordinator

Science

Scientist of the Month
June

Ben Barres 1954

Ben Barres, the first openly transgender member of the US National Academy of Sciences, is remembered
not just for his ground-breaking work on glial cells in the brain but also as a champion for women in
science.
Barres was born Sept. 13, 1954, in West Orange, New Jersey, and assigned female at birth. His interest in
science developed while he was in school, but because he was perceived as a girl, he was discouraged
from taking math and science courses. Despite this, he earned a place at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and went on to Dartmouth Medical School for his medical degree.
In the early 1980s, while Barres was doing his neurology residency, glial cells in the brain caught his
attention. Glial cells had previously been thought of simply as the brain’s biological glue, but Barres
showed they play an active role in brain function. His work changed the way we understand the cells’
interactions with neurons.
Barres transitioned in his 40s and spoke openly about the sexism he had faced as a woman in science and
how that changed after transitioning. Right after he transitioned, a colleague remarked about him, “His
work is much better than his sister’s,” not realizing they were the same person.
He continued to advocate for women scientists and debunked the notion that innate ability lay behind
their low numbers in scientific careers.

Science

British Biology Challenge
On Wednesday 4 May, the GCSE Triple Biologists competed in the British
Biology Challenge run by the Royal Society of Biology. Our students
competed against over 41 000 participants from over 550 schools
worldwide. A huge congratulations to the following pupils who achieved
awards.
Silver:

Georgi Stefanov

James Burtenshaw
Bronze: Shazil Hussain
Thanzil Husain
Kieran Fenn
Maja Sliwinska
Amani Ullah
Sydney Adams
Highly Commended: Alexander Ufland
Maisie Walker
Ruby Breadmore
Zak Green
Samir Ali
Neve Davies
Commended:

Kristiyan Iliev

Angus Martin

Teddy Payne

Alex Slide

Jayden Dunford

Georgia Rutherford

Oliver Bassett

Tristan Gavrailov

Oliver Fogden

Jack Donaldson

Oakley Keen

Amelia Fennessy

Laiba Shafiq

Science

The Science team will solve your science problems!
Need help with science revision? Worried about an upcoming test or exam? Just want to chat
about science?! Be soothed by Science SOS!

All year 9, 10 and 11 are welcome!
Every Monday in S3 or S 3.20-4.00

Date
13-Jun-22
20-Jun-22
27-Jun-22
04-Jul-22
11-Jul-22

Week
A
B
A
A
B

S4

S3

Biology - Biotic/abiotic and Sampling (year 11
only)

Chemistry - Chemical changes

Activities week
Biology - Organs and systems

Chemistry - Energy changes

Physics - Electricity

Biology - Non-communicable diseases

Chemistry - Bonding

Physics - Main electricity

Biology Boggling your Brain?
Chemistry turning you Crackers?
Physics getting you in a Pickle?
Science SOS has the answer!
Rooms S3/S4. 3:20-4:00 Every Monday.

Young people’s research advisory group

Film Club

FRIDAY

THURSDAY

WEDNESDAY

Girls Rugby
(CWE)
Boys Rugby
(GVI)
Girls Netball
(MFI)

Boys Football
(DGI)

Boys Basketball
(MJO)
Girls Rugby
(CWE)
Boys Football
(OJO)

Girls Football
(BWY)

Boys Football
(MJO)
Girls Football
(BWY)

Boys Rugby
(DJE)

Boys Basketball
(DJE)
Girls Netball
(JBA)

Boys Rugby
(GVI)

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Girls Rugby
(GVI/ CWE)

Girls Netball
(MFI)

Boys Basketball
(MJO)
Girls Football
(BWY)

Year 9

Year 8

Year 7

Day

2022

Girls Football
(BWY)

Girls Netball
(JBA)

Boys Football/
Basketball
(DGI/ DJE)

Boys Rugby
(DJE)
Girls Rugby
(GVI/ CWE)

Year 10

Girls Netball
(JBA/ MFI)
Boys Basketball
(MJO)

Boys Rugby
(GVI)

Year 11/Sixth
Form

Year 9 Gym
(TWR)

KS4 Badminton
(DJE/ GVI)

KS3 Badminton
(DJE/ GVI)

Year 11 Gym
(TWR)

Year 10 Gym
(TWR)

Lunch

Other

LONGDEAN SCHOOL
PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT: EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAMME

Information
Independent Learning and Homework at Longdean

Please remember to discuss your child’s Independent Learning and Homework set on Show My Homework using
the app or the website:
https://longdean.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar
Here you can find the entire school’s homework and filter by subject, teacher or class without logging in. For
specific details about your child’s homework, please log in to this website or the app. We recommend half an hour
a night, Monday through Thursday, on sites such as GCSE Pod, BBC Bitesize, Mathswatch, Tassomai, Educake,
MyMaths and others, as advised by the departments.

www.mymaths.co.uk — students have an individual username and password from their Maths Teacher.

Link Dates The Longdean Link is published every two weeks, via the in touch e-mail system to all those
for whom we have an e-mail address.

Reporting Absences from School - Contact Numbers
If, for any reason, your child is absent from school or needs to be collected for
an appointment, please contact one of the following numbers as soon as
possible. Any messages will be picked up at the beginning of the school day.
Please call each day your child will be absent.

Year 7:

01442 205758

Year 8:

01442 205707

Year 9:

01442 205706

Year 10:

01442 205703

Year 11:

01442 205760

Sixth Form:

01442 205720

It’s never too late to be active!
Join the campaign to get more active and win prizes - registration coming very soon!
The important bit:
If the nominated adult selects your school when submitting the photo, you will automatically be entered
into the school prize draw to win £1000.
What do you need to do?
Just encourage as many children as possible to take part in the photo competition to get as many grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles and older family friends and neighbours as possible to sign up to the campaign!
Find out more information about the campaign and the photo competition at:
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/nevertoolatetoolkit
People can sign up to the campaign from 9 May.
It's never too late to be active! | Hertfordshire County Council

Student Travel
Do you or your child travel to University, College or School by bus? If so, we’ve got the perfect
solution!
Arriva Student and Child Saver tickets are valid for anyone in full time education and, is a cost
effective and flexible way of paying for travel costs.
Unlimited Travel - You’ll get unlimited access to travel on any Arriva bus, at any time, across
all routes in your chosen area.
No Restrictions - The Saver tickets will cover your travel to and from University, School or
College, evenings, weekends and throughout the holidays too at any time of the day.
Flexible Payments - Arriva’s Direct Debit scheme allows you to spread the cost of your ticket
over affordable monthly payments. It’s an easy way to pay for travel and there’s no contract involved, making it an ideal way to get reduced bus travel for the whole Academic year, without
paying upfront.
Sign up in advance – Either set your direct debit a future date for when you need the ticket or,
you can start your ticket now to get used to the local bus routes
Plan your journey – Please use our ‘Plan a journey’ tool on our website to work out which bus
you require
It’s a simple process to apply, to arrange your Direct Debit please visit the website below and,
select the region the school, college or university is in

www.arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets
Once registered you can select either to receive your monthly pass by post or sent to your mobile phone, so you won’t have to worry about paying every time you board the bus.
This ticket will rollover every month for as long as the direct debit remains active.
For any queries regarding the scheme, please email: talktous@arriva.co.uk
*Our tickets do not cover Arriva London/TFL routes

Information

Information

Information

