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A note from the Headteacher
Dates for your diary

1 April
Last day of Spring
term

19 April
Inset day

20 April
Summer term starts

30 May—3 Jun
Half term

19 July
Last day of Summer
term

20 July—22 July
Inset days

Dear parents and carers,
It is great to be back for a new half term and I am
pleased that after the storms over half term and
some inclement weather last week there seems
to be some improvement in this area. As always
it has been a busy start to the half term with lots
going on. Indeed the half term break itself was a
busy period with 30 students and 5 staff going on
the ski trip to Andorra.
This has been
rescheduled twice already due to schools closures and the rules around foreign travel but I am
delighted that it has taken place. The 30 students engaged in either snow boarding or skiing
for 6 days and also participated in a number of
evening activities such as bowling or ice skating.
The students were a credit to the school and I am delighted we have been able to run this
trip.
Last week we also ran a History Trip to London to support students in their preparation for
the Summer Examinations. Students from Year 9 – 11 visited the Imperial War Museum and
the Science Museum to learn more about the Medicine Through Time unit and also
Medicine and Surgery on the front lines in World War I. I am sure that this visit will help
students in their preliminary examinations this week and the final examinations in the
Summer. English also entertained visitors to the school with a Shakespeare Group
performing Romeo and Juliet for Year 8 English Students.
On the sporting front we have had two pieces of good news. The Year 8 football team have
reached the final of the district league competition, beating JFK 2-0 in the Semi Final. On the
rugby front I am delighted to inform parents that James Isaac who attended Longdean from
Year 7 – 11 before being signed by Saracen, has been selected to play for England Under 18’s
against France on Saturday 5 March.
Further student success was achieved by Maddy in Year 12 who won a photography competition and Grace in Year 9 who was recognised for her volunteering work with Dacorum Borough Council. Grace has acted as a Street Champion ensuring the roads of Hemel are kept
clean and tidy.
This week sees the start of the second round of Preliminary Examinations for students in
Years 9 – 13. Can I remind all students of the need to be in full uniform for their
examinations and to ensure they are fully equipped with the following:
2 black pens
Protractor
Calculator
Eraser

2 pencils
Compasses
Rubber
Ruler

Some examinations also require specialist equipment and teachers will inform students if
this is the case.
I wish all students the very best of luck in these examinations and I look forward to an
exciting half term ahead.
Graham Cunningham
Headteacher

Attendance
Please support your child by ensuring that they are in school every day, as far as possible.
Families will be issued with a fixed penalty notice and could be prosecuted by Hertfordshire County Council for
their child's non-attendance at school this academic year.

Research suggests that for every
Sept

17 MISSED SCHOOL DAYS,

July

Y7

a student’s achievement will drop by

Y8

ONE GRADE when they sit their GCSEs

Y9
Y10
Y11

Nothing is more critical to attainment than consistent attendance.
Well done to all of the students who achieved 100% so far this academic year.

School Attendance

Year 7

84%

Year 8

84%

Year 9

82%

Year 10

84%

Year 11

84%

Year 12

85.5%

Year 13

84%
Link Dates

The Longdean Link is published every two weeks, via the in touch e-mail system to all those for whom we have an e-mail address.

Maths
With the Summer Exams approaching…
Top tips for revising Maths
1. Before you start revising, get all your notes sorted, and draw up a list of all the topics you need to cover.
This serves two purposes: you will definitely cover everything you need to cover, and a bit of tidying and sorting
out is a nice relaxing way to ease yourself into the revision process.
2. Plan exactly when you are going to revise, and be strict with yourself.
Don’t just wake up one Saturday and say that you are going to be revising all day, because you probably won’t get
a lot done. Say that you will work from 10 until 11, then take a half hour break, then work until 12.30, then have
some nice lunch, then do another hour, then go for a walk, and so on. If you are only revising in small chunks, and
if you know the next break is just around the corner, your revision it likely to be much more focused and
effective.
3. Give yourself little treats and things to look forward to.
If you do a good day of revision, take the night off, watch some telly, go and see your friends, put all thoughts of
maths and school to the back of your mind. Buy yourself some chocolate, but only let yourself eat it once you
have achieved what you need to do.
4. Don’t just read through the textbook!
The only way to revise maths is to do maths. You will do much better spending 20 minutes doing maths questions
than spending two hours just reading a textbook. The more questions you do yourself, the more you will get
right, the higher your confidence will be, the more you will enjoy your revision, and the better you will do in the
exam.
5. Use the internet.
The internet is like having your own personal teacher who is available for you whenever you like.
- There are websites that can set you questions and mark them for you, take you through step-by-step how to
tackle certain topics, and use fancy illustrations and animations that might just make that really annoying topic
finally make sense.
- There are maths games which you can play to practise crucial skills in a more fun way.

All this stuff is out there for you, so use it!
6. Don’t just practice the topics you can do.
If you are really good at fractions, for example, it is very tempting to keep doing lots of fractions questions and
then smiling as you keep getting them right. But unfortunately the exam is probably not going to have more than
one or two fractions questions. Although it can be painful, work your way through the topics that you struggle
with, because it is much better to struggle on them at home, when you have time on your side and the answers
available, than it is to struggle in the exam.
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Maths
7. Make sure you ask for help.
Again, once you are in the exam you are on your own, but during revision you are certainly not. If you are stuck
on a topic or a question, then ask one of the people from your class, or your teacher, or someone at home, or
look on the internet, or use something like the Ask Nrich Forum (click here), where you can ask maths questions
and get really good answers very quickly. Don’t suffer alone!
8. Practice doing questions under exam conditions.
Get someone to pick you a set of questions from your textbook, or get some from a maths website, and try doing
them in silence, with no help, for a fixed amount of time. This will get you used to what it will be like in the exam,
how fast you need to go, and is the best way of checking that you really understand a topic.

9. Practice using your calculator!
Many people seem to assume that any question that lets you use a calculator is easy, and all calculators work the
same. Those people are wrong on both counts. All calculators work differently, and unless you have used yours
for lots of different types of questions (trig, Pythagoras, negative numbers, indices), you might come unstuck in
the exam. Find out if there are any problems early enough to correct them!
10. If it works for you, try revising with a friend for a bit of the time.
You will find that one of you understands one topic more, whilst the other is a bit of an expert on another. Just by
explaining things to a friend, you will find that your understanding increases, and likewise you might learn a
different way of thinking about and understanding a topic.
11. Most important of all, try not to worry.
A little worry is not a bad thing as it keeps you focused, but revision certainly shouldn’t be a stressful time. It
should be a time where your brain gets chance to sort all the information it has been bombarded with and make
sense of everything. If you follow the tips above, especially about getting yourself a revision schedule and always
asking for help, you should find that revising for maths (or any other exam) is not that painful after all.
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Maths

Thought of the week
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Maths

Numeracy challenge
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Maths
Money matters

Answer for the Numeracy Challenge
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Year 7 and 8 girls rugby

Well done to Year 7 and 8 girls who took part in the rugby match against Adeyfield last week.
It was their first ever match and they played brilliantly. They lost 7-5 but showed great resilience and teamwork.
Well done to Ebony, Michelle, Ava, Alyssa in year 8 and Megan, Winnie, Lola and Lily-Mae in year 7.

New website

The school’s new website went live on Tuesday. The improved site allows users have an easier experience
navigating the site and can access even more information than before.
The launch also coincided with Primary School Students being informed of their Secondary School for September.
This means parents and carers can find a wealth of information about the school and what happens when their
child joins us in September in year 7.

Please take a moment to visit the site at https://www.longdeanschool.co.uk where there is a section for Parents
with information about the school day, admissions, safeguarding, uniform, catering, lockers, school laptops,
student support as well as past communications sent to parents.

Young people’s research advisory group

Film Club

FRIDAY

THURSDAY

WEDNESDAY

Girls Rugby
(CWE)
Boys Rugby
(GVI)
Girls Netball
(MFI)

Boys Football
(DGI)

Boys Basketball
(MJO)
Girls Rugby
(CWE)
Boys Football
(OJO)

Girls Football
(BWY)

Boys Football
(MJO)
Girls Football
(BWY)

Boys Rugby
(DJE)

Boys Basketball
(DJE)
Girls Netball
(JBA)

Boys Rugby
(GVI)

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Girls Rugby
(GVI/ CWE)

Girls Netball
(MFI)

Boys Basketball
(MJO)
Girls Football
(BWY)

Year 9

Year 8

Year 7

Day

2022

Girls Football
(BWY)

Girls Netball
(JBA)

Boys Football/
Basketball
(DGI/ DJE)

Boys Rugby
(DJE)
Girls Rugby
(GVI/ CWE)

Year 10

Girls Netball
(JBA/ MFI)
Boys Basketball
(MJO)

Boys Rugby
(GVI)

Year 11/Sixth
Form

Year 9 Gym
(TWR)

KS4 Badminton
(DJE/ GVI)

KS3 Badminton
(DJE/ GVI)

Year 11 Gym
(TWR)

Year 10 Gym
(TWR)

Lunch

Other

LONGDEAN SCHOOL
PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT: EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAMME

Information
Independent Learning and Homework at Longdean

Please remember to discuss your child’s Independent Learning and Homework set on Show My Homework using
the app or the website:
https://longdean.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar
Here you can find the entire school’s homework and filter by subject, teacher or class without logging in. For
specific details about your child’s homework, please log in to this website or the app. We recommend half an hour
a night, Monday through Thursday, on sites such as GCSE Pod, BBC Bitesize, Mathswatch, Tassomai, Educake,
MyMaths and others, as advised by the departments.

www.mymaths.co.uk — students have an individual username and password from their Maths Teacher.

Link Dates The Longdean Link is published every two weeks, via the in touch e-mail system to all those
for whom we have an e-mail address.

Reporting Absences from School - Contact Numbers
If, for any reason, your child is absent from school or needs to be collected for
an appointment, please contact one of the following numbers as soon as
possible. Any messages will be picked up at the beginning of the school day.
Please call each day your child will be absent.

Year 7:

01442 205758

Year 8:

01442 205707

Year 9:

01442 205706

Year 10:

01442 205703

Year 11:

01442 205760

Sixth Form:

01442 205720

Information

Information

Information

Information

Information
Cascade Camps are very excited to announce that we will be operating multi
activity camps during 2022 at Longdean School. If you’re looking for fun, exciting
and affordable childcare for half terms, Easter and Summer, check out Cascade
Camps!
Cascade Camps have been running activity day camps, overnight camps and travel
programmes for children aged 3-16 for over 20 years. With a range of activities
and programmes for every child, everyone is able to have the most fun possible in
a safe, happy and welcoming environment.
Cascade Camps is Ofsted registered and passionate about delivering high standards of childcare and providing
amazing experiences for children. The camps are operated by a team of experienced and qualified childcare
professionals, many of whom are qualified teachers & sports coaches, and all staff obtain an enhanced DBS
check and receive regular training.

Multi Activity (Ages 5-7, Ages 811 and Ages 12-14):
Our Multi Activity Camps are the
perfect opportunity for children
to make new friends, learn new
skills and grow in confidence. So,
whether your child prefers giant
inflatables and zorbs or archery
tag and sports, you can guarantee they will have plenty of fun
and have tons of stories to tell
you when you collect them at the
end of the day.

Football (Ages 5-14):
For the football lovers who want
nothing more than to play football all day. Fun games, competitions, tournaments and prizes all
led by our FA qualified coaches.
Any child who loves football will
love this programme.

Performing Arts (Ages 5-7):
Singing, dancing, acting, playing
games, and doing super fun activities are what this programme is
all about. Kids in this programme
will also have a chance to do
some arts and crafts as well. For
children this age, this is the place
where every day is a chance to
let creativity flow while letting
their imagination run wild. They
will make new friends, develop
their skills and have fun all at
once!

Longdean School – Longdean Sports Centre, Hill Common entrance.
Book Now for Easter, May Half Term & Summer!
Standard day from 9.30am – 4pm with extended hours from 8am – 6pm.
For more information or to book online, visit www.cascadecamps.com or call
our friendly team on 07395 087250.

Theatre (Ages 8-14):
If your child has a passion for
theatre, they will gain confidence
while having fun in our Theatre
Workshop. Singing, dancing, drama and group games are the order of the day. The amazing Cascade Camps theatre staff lead the
children through fun games, improv sessions and workshops in
which the children will learn new
skills while laughing and making
new friends.

Cascade Cubs (3–4-year-olds):
Our Cascade Cubs programme
for 3–4-year-olds is designed
specifically for young children
and offers a mix of free play, fun
and stimulating activities like
inflatables, messy play and
games alongside more relaxed
activities such as story time, arts
and crafts and cosmic yoga.
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Recruitment
Longdean School have the following roles available below. You can read more about joining the school
here: https://www.longdeanschool.co.uk/about-us/join-our-staff

Please follow this link to apply:
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job.htm?schoolid=503

Full training given
Please follow this link to apply:
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,exam-invigilators_70345.htm

