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A note from the Headteacher
Dates for your diary

5th October—INSET
Day

25th-29th October—
Half term

26th November—
Occasional Day

Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome back after what I hope was a great summer break in which you managed to
all get away and spend time with family and friends. It is great to be back in school
for what we hope will be an uninterrupted academic year. Last week we welcome our
new Year 7 students into school alongside Post 16 students who were finalising their
Sixth Form courses. From Tuesday of this week we have seen the return of all other
years and it has been wonderful to see them arriving on time, looking smart and
ready to work hard.
On our two inset days last week we talked about our priorities for the year and I have
copied these below so that you as parents are aware of the things we will be working
on. These will be displayed in every room in the school and will form the focus of our
work this academic year.
•
•

22nd December—End
of term

•
•
•
•
•

Develop student written literacy and close the 30,000 word gap
Promote a culture that reflects our core values of support, challenge and innovation
Revise and promote our Post 16 offer to retain more students & grow our post
numbers
Utilise the advances in technology to develop teaching and learning
Focus on differentiation and feedback in our teaching practise
Support students in attending regularly so they achieve well
Engage with you as parents so you can support students at school

Over the summer the Technology Department also received accreditation for the
great work they have done in recent years. They received an award for Excellence in
the community. This relates to the work the STEM groups have done in Years 7 & 8
and also the contribution of visors and other PPE the school made and distributed
during the lockdown in 2020. This award is presented at the Savoy Hotel by the Design and Technology Association. Miss El Boukili who made the visors will represent
our school.
This week some members of our school community celebrated Rosh Hashanah which
marks the start of the Jewish year. I hope they all had an enjoyable celebration.
As always I look forward to working with you over the weeks and months ahead.
Best regards
Graham Cunningham
Headteacher

Maths

Maths challenge:

Maths

Thought of the week

Content provided by Mr El. Amine—ADOL Numeracy Coordinator

Maths

Did you know that…….

Answer for the Maths Challenge

Content provided by Mr El. Amine—ADOL Numeracy Coordinator

Activities Week International Schools
All students in Year 7 and 8 had a session during Activities Week just before the summer break to
complete either a Logo, a lesson, a cultural activity or a virtual tour of Ghana to celebrate our link with
Fast Track College near Agona in the Ashanti region of Ghana. There were so many fantastic entries and
we have asked our partners to select the winners. The winning logo will be manufactured and displayed
in Longdean and Fast Track College. The other winners will each receive £25 worth of gift vouchers or
subscriptions. Well done everyone!
Congratulations to the winners!
1st place—Lily Norman, Fereeha Saleem, Aleena Ashraf 7DV1

2nd place—Nancy Oteng 7DV1

3rd place—Charlie Davidson 7G1

Theo Pedder , Riley Porter, Reece Austin, Kieran Biswell 7P2
Louie McHoul 7G2 Video Tour of Ghana

Mason McAleer 7G2 Video Tour of Ghana
Leo Roberts 8DV2—Leonardo Puddefoot and Ismail Khan 7G2
produced Ghanaian Music Mix

Activities Week 2021
Winners!

EduCCate Ecochallenge
Longdean has planted hundreds of sapling trees over the last year or so and is intending to be involved in
more tree planting to celebrate the Queens Jubilee. As part of the EduCCate Ecochallenges we are
currently involved in students measured the carbon that will be stored in these young trees and it makes
an enormous difference! Along with our much smaller carbon footprint school building we will be
massively reducing the greenhouse gases that our community emits over the next few years. Please let
the team know if you have planted any trees recently or changed something significant to reduce your
carbon footprint. Contact the team on EduCCate@longdean.herts.sch.uk
Thanks,
The EduCCate Team

Longdean School – Carbon Footprint Challenge
As part of Longdean School’s certification as an EduCCate Global Bronze Award member, we are hoping
to encourage students and parents/carers to limit their Carbon footprint in our community. One of the
simplest ways of doing this is to consider the source of our electricity supply, and change to a GREEN
ENERGY supplier.
• The burning of fossil fuels produces around 35 billion tonnes of CO2 per year.
• Coal provides 40% of the world’s electricity. It’s one of the main drivers of our current issue with
Global Warming.
• Oil spills devastate marine eco-systems-the spill in the Gulf of Mexico on 22 April 2010, which is
known as the largest accidental spill in history, released an estimated 210 million gallons of oil into the
ocean. The spill covered 68,000 square miles of sea surface and killed approximately 1 million coastal and
offshore seabirds, 5,000 marine mammals and 1,000 sea turtles.
Air pollution affects the health of more than an estimated 200 million people worldwide and is attributed
to around 3 million deaths a year, making it the single biggest killer in the world.
Thank you very much to those parents/carers/staff who completed the Carbon Footprint Challenge:
Longdean Community Responses
• 64% of respondents use a GREEN ENERGY supplier.
• Over 50% of respondents have the majority of their electricity supply from GREEN SOURCES.
87% of respondents are willing to change to a GREEN SUPPLIER in the future.
This is a very positive situation, and it is hoped that as more suppliers offer GREEN alternatives to
electricity supply, that more households will be able to change over and we can approach 100% GREEN
ENERGY. Every little change that we make has a positive impact on the climate change trend.
School Paper Recycling
All of the white A4 used in the school is totally recycled:
•

It uses NO trees

•

72% less energy

•

83% less water

53% less CO2 production
The EduCCate Team

Longdean Litter Pick!
As part of our schools’ pledge to participate in the Carbon Footprint Buster
Challenge, Miss Rabjohn’s year 7 RP class took part in a school litter pick. The
students were fantastically behaved and managed to pick up an impressive amount
of litter around the front of the school and the hedges/outskirts of the field – some
even got into the little water stream by the gate (see picture to the left)

Obi Buckley 7DV1 – “The litter pick went really well and we were all really
enthusiastic about it. The best part was, my team picked up the most litter
and won!”
Nancy Oteng 7DV1 – “I liked that we got to help our school by picking up
the litter!”
Alice Hare 7P2 – “It was good that we did this for the environment and now
the birds don’t have to eat plastic. There was so much litter and this should
stop!”
Max Wilmerson 7P1 – “It was really fun! I went diving in the bushes and I
got loads of litter! I really got into it!”

Ste

I can't think of a better time to study STEM subjects. The world is undergoing a technological revolution
that will impact every aspect of our lives. Many entrepreneurs like Elon Musk are pushing the boundaries
of space exploration. Hellen Bowey CEO of the company providing software, smart tech and an
installation service to put motion sensors in vulnerable people’s homes.
Students at Longdean have the opportunity to explore STEM area in a greater depth. The STEM team of
teachers are very passionate about their subjects and would like to share their experiences to allow the
growth of students’ mindset. Students will have experience of enrichment beyond classroom setting,
providing with real life situation possibilities. There would be opportunities of robotics embedded in to
curriculum or STEM Club. The STEM groups will have master classes and trips where they will interact
with STEM professionals.
Anyone in year 7 who has passion about these subjects and curious to discover more than consider to
apply for the STEM group. There will be year assembly about this on 13th September to give you more
details. I look forward to speak to you all.

Mr Rathore
Director of STEM

STEM Stream students’ quotes

“STEM has helped me develop my ability to work independently as well as cooperatively, including
problem solving and decision making. It has also improved the way I analyse things by thinking outside
of the box. In this outstanding opportunity, I worked with my peer to construct a robot programmed
by a remote control which turned out to be successful!”
Dina

“I’m a new student at Longdean, and ever since I joined, STEM has been a big part of me. Not only
because I can connect with people and make friends, but because it shapes my future.
Students my age need to choose where they want to go in life now, and these subjects are part of
everything we do. From the little, ‘how does a phone work’ to global issues, this is really helping us
start.
The school provides great opportunities, like the recent Longdean robot to be introduced! These
projects help us understand science, computing and more in a greater depth, as well as giving students
something enjoyable to take their minds off of the rest of the day.”
Edward

Design and Technology —Engineering
After school sessions
Tuesdays – 3:10-4:10pm
Rooms : G3 and 4
Mr Rathore, Miss El Boukili, Mr Towler

Update Details

Have your contact details changed?
You could be missing out on important information for your child.
Address, email, phone number, name, emergency contact information for your child.
In order for you to receive important emails and texts, please input your correct contact
details into the Sims App

Thank you for your on-going cooperation.
Longdean School Office

Lost Property

We receive a lot of unnamed property in the office. Please ensure all uniform/property is
named so we can reunite missing items directly to their rightful owner.
If your child is missing any property, please encourage them to come and take a look at
Student Services.

Thank you
Longdean School Office

Pupil Safety

‘PUPIL SAFETY’

‘If you use our Hill Common entrance to drop-off or collect your son or daughter, please
use the gravel car park area only. Do not drive into the tarmac areas adjacent to the
MUGAs. We have provided a marked pedestrian walk-way in this area to facilitate a
designated safe route into school for pupils, staff and visitors. Some drivers are performing
multi-point turns, over the pedestrian walk-way, in the restricted space available because
they have driven up to the sports hall; this unnecessarily endangers users of the walk-way.

More generally, please consider the safety of all pedestrians while driving through the
Longdean site and keep your speed below 10mph.

Thank you.

Drop off and Pick Up

Andy Wheeler, Premises & Safety Manager

A gentle reminder that we are unable to support visitors if they arrive at school to drop
things off without an appointment. If you need to visit the school for any reason
please speak to your child’s Pastoral Manager, Director of Year or other relevant
member of staff and we will arrange a time for you to come in. This is in order to keep
the number of people on site to a minimum.

Can we please remind you not to park or drop off on the zigzag lines outside school.
Thank you for your co-operation.

School Uniform

Please see the below link for school uniform supplies from Stevensons:

www.stevensons.co.uk/schools/longdean-school-hemel-hempstead/1028

Stationery

Please find details below as to how parents and carers are able to order the clear pencil case and stationery set
from the School Shop via SIMS pay www.sims-pay.co.uk.
After signing in to SIMS Pay, select ‘Product’, ‘Online Shop’, ‘Stationery’, and ‘Stationery pack in a clear zip case’
Please find below list of items available under the ‘Stationery’ option.

If you are having issues with accessing SIMS Pay, email: finance@longdean.herts.sch.uk

Information

Information

Information

Information

If you do not meet the criteria for free school meals but need some support to buy food or pay household
bills, help is available.
Contact Herts Help for advice and practical support – call 0300 123 4044, email info@hertshelp.net or visit
www.hertshelp.net.

Information

Information
Independent Learning and Homework at Longdean

Please remember to discuss your child’s Independent Learning and Homework set on Show My Homework using
the app or the website:

https://longdean.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar

Here you can find the entire school’s homework and filter by subject, teacher or class without logging in. For

specific details about your child’s homework, please log in to this website or the app. We recommend half an hour
a night, Monday through Thursday, on sites such as GCSE Pod, BBC Bitesize, Mathswatch, Tassomai, Educake,
MyMaths and others, as advised by the departments.

www.mymaths.co.uk — students have an individual username and password from their Maths Teacher .

Reporting Absences from School - Contact Numbers
If, for any reason, your child is absent from school or needs to be collected for
an appointment, please contact one of the following numbers as soon as
possible. Any messages will be picked up at the beginning of the school day.
Please call each day your child will be absent.

Year 7:

01442 205758

Year 8:

01442 205707

Year 9:

01442 205706

Year 10:

01442 205703

Year 11:

01442 205760

Sixth Form:

01442 205720

Information

Information

Information

SCHOOL SHOP

You can now purchase items available from our school
shop online on your SIMS pay account
(www.sims-pay.co.uk)
All items purchased BEFORE MIDNIGHT can be
collected in school the next day

As advertised in the Longdean Link last week, the School Shop is now online. Please have a look via SIMS Pay,
‘Products’, ‘Online Shop’ at the many of the items that are stocked in the School Shop which are now available
for purchase online via SIMS Pay. Simply order and pay for the item that you wish to purchase on SIMS Pay before midnight, and your child can collect it from the school shop on their next allotted day (Yr7 - Mon; Y8 – Tues;
Y9 – Wed; Y10 – Thurs; and Y11 – Fri).
We have started seeing the first online purchases and collections and hope that this provides parents with a
convenient payment alternative, especially at the current time. This is a new project and we would welcome
your constructive feedback about this service, the items currently available online, or maybe there is something
else that you would like to see stocked. Please contact us via finance@longdean.herts.sch.uk and we hope to
continue to improve the facility for you.

You can now find more information the School Shop and other finance matters by going to the Parents section
of the Longdean School website http://www.longdean.herts.sch.uk/index.php/students/school-shop.html

